ST. GEORGE NEWSLETTER

July 2023

Port Clyde Landing Project is Underway

The first shipments of steel have arrived at the 10 Cold Storage Road construction
site. CPM Constructors Inc. of Freeport and their subcontractor H.B. Fleming of
South Portland are now beginning work that will improve and expand the Town
Landing. This is a major project and the Harbor Committee and the Select Board
are working together to reduce disruption as much as possible. With that in mind,
the Town is working to provide temporary short-term parking that will be available
for the public as the project progresses. Look for more details and signage on that
soon. Additionally, the Town has restored float space that had been temporarily
removed and made plans to maintain access to it throughout construction.

Thank you for your patience. We all look forward to project completion in June
2024.
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Town Office Reminders
St. George Day July 15!

Looking Ahead... St. George MSU Maker Space Referendum August8 4 -8 PM
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TOWN CALENDAR

Town website: www.stgeorgemaine.com

School website: www.stgeorgemsu.org

July 2023

July 3 P&R Committee 6 PM
July 4 Independence Day — Town Office,
Transfer Station Closed
July 6 Conservation Commission 4 PM
July 10 Select Board 7 PM
July 11 Senior Cookout 11:30
Planning Board 7 PM
July 15 St. George Day!
July 24 Select Board 7 PM
July 25 Planning Board 7 PM

The St. George Fire Department meets every Wednesday
at 7:00 pm at the Tenants Harbor Fire Station.

Parks & Recreation

News
NEXT SENIOR LUNCHEON
July 11 - Senior Cookout! 11:30
Next Luncheon — September 12

Summer Recreation News

St. George Day is coming! July 15
Marshall Point 5K 9:00
Day of Race Registration 7:30-8:30 $25

Marshall Point 5K pre-registration available
at Running4Free.com $17.50

Concession Stand at Big Ball Field open
10:30 — 2:30 in support of St. George Fire
and Ambulance Craft Fair

3" Annual Cornhole Tournament — get your
team ready! 4:00 PM at the Big Ball Field

P&R News: to get regular recreation news,
sign up for our email list on the town website

TOWN INFORMATION

Town Office: 372-6363 Fax: 372-8954
Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am-4 pm

Transfer Station: 372-6451
Hours: Tue through Sat 8-4

Select Board & Assessors

Van Thompson, Chair

372-8000

Randy Elwell

372-0602

Steve Cartwright

372-6534

Jane Conrad

372-6621

Wendy Carr

372-0645
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The Allure of the Chromebook
Dear reader, let me explain a Chromebook. No, there is too much. Let me sum up. Chromebooks make great
computers if you are willing to work within their significant limitations. If you want a full featured computer that will do
everything a Windows computer or Mac will do—and not be willing to compromise or adjust how you do it—then a
Chromebook is not for you.
Continue reading for the longer explanation.

Let us pretend you are looking for a new laptop. We will assume you are a “regular” computer user; you use your laptop
to check email, watch some videos, do some shopping, maybe write a letter or a recipe. You know there is something
called a “gaming computer,” and you know you do not need one of those. You start eyeing the Staples sale flyer and
notice a laptop, a Chromebook, for $199! Yowza that’s a sweet price! Why wouldn’t you buy a $199 Google Chromebook
as opposed to a $600 Windows laptop, or a $1000 Macbook Air? Well, if you are an informed consumer, and you realize
what a Chromebook WILL and WON’'T do, you could save yourself a bunch of cash. If you are not informed though, you
may bring upon yourself a heaping helping of frustration.

We need to start by defining some terms. Google (the company, i.e. Alphabet Inc.) offers many different products. To
many consumers, though, they are all referred to as Google. In addition to the company named Google, there is a search
engine of the same name. There is also a web browser that is technically named Google Chrome, but many just call it
“Google.” The Google Chrome web browser can also—with a couple extra features—turn into a full-fledged operating
system. Windows is the operating system installed on most PCs. The Macintosh OS is installed on Apple computers. With
a Google Chromebook, the Google Chrome OS installed as your operating system.

The Chrome OS offers some great advantages. One, if you are used to the look and feel of the Google Chrome web
browser, that is essentially what you will be using on a Chromebook. The learning curve will be very low. Two, because
Chrome OS is not as popular as Windows or Mac, virus writers don’t bother writing viruses for Chromebooks. They are
virtually virus free. Three, Chromebooks are inexpensive. Good models can be had for less than $300.

There are significant differences between the Windows and Macintosh OS, though, and the Chrome OS. And if you are
not prepared going in it can be very frustrating. The Google Chrome OS uses Google’s cloud-based apps. You don’t buy
“programs” and then load them into your computer the way you would a Windows machine or a Mac. Want to run
Photoshop*? That doesn’t work on a Chromebook. You will need to use Google Photos. Quickbooks? Nope; that won't
work. You’ll have to use the cloud-based version of Quickbooks. Microsoft Word? Nope. Instead, Google wants you to
use their Google Docs app. Powerpoint? No. Google Slides is kind of like Powerpoint—but not exactly.

Don’t think I’'m dumping on Chromebooks. I’'m not. And for most people, if you are willing to be flexible, a Chromebook
will work fine. Google Docs is a fine rudimentary word processor. Google Photos is great for organizing and storing
photos—even if it is not great for hardcore photo editing. Google Sheets is a great spreadsheet program; | use it myself
for minor spreadsheets. Google also owns Youtube, and Youtube Music will let you have 100,000 songs stored for free.
So almost everything you can do on a laptop you can do on a Chromebook. You just have to do it the way Google wants
you to do it. And, if you are willing to run a laptop where everything is stored in the cloud, a Chromebook may be a good
solution. Me? | still run a cheap Macbook Air.

*Technically speaking, many software companies will make “cloud” based versions of their popular titles. Microsoft
offers a web-based Office product called Microsoft 365, and that will give you the feel of the traditional Microsoft Office.
Adobe offers a web-based photo editing program. Intuit offers Quickbooks Online. Using those cloud-based apps will
give you the feel of the programs you have used in the past, but they are stored in the cloud, and not on your computer.

Bill Batty, Jr.

Office Clerk A

Town of St. George
Telephone: 207-372-6363
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